Prostitution: Definition and Extent
Dresden, 548,308; Amsterdam, 580,960; Stockholm, 346,599; Copenhagen, 476,806; Brussels itself, strictly speaking, a town of only 175,000, is increased to 0659,-ooo by nine contiguous self-governing suburbs which, for all practical purposes, merge into it. The mere quantitative difference between the medieval town and the modern city qualitatively transforms the problem of prostitution. In these latter-day Babylons, the family is frequently shattered; thousands of. detached, more or less friendless, more or less irresponsible, girls and boys pour into them to earn a livelihood under conditions that, so far from forming, actually disintegrate character and ambition. The situation is still further complicated by the continuous presence of a huge floating population, in Paris, Berlin, and London reaching into hundreds of thousands, restlessly surging in and out, in search of trade, excitement, or amusement. Within the more or less tightly closed circle, characteristic of a simple community, the members of which are known to one another, mutual demands in the matter of conduct uphold the aca-jied ideal and tradition; family and clan morality thus sustain the weaker members. Moreover, whatever individuals may be, they are known to one another as such. But in the modern Babylons of which I am speaking, one no longer knows one's nearest neighbors. Temptation and inducement wax strongest, precisely where protection and restraint have become feeblest; the conditions favor not only irresponsibility but concealment. The mere numerical increase and the absolute impossibility of classifying women and men as virtuous or vicious on account of sheer ignorance of their life and char-
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